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The Medicaid Expansion New Eligibles forecast began in January 2014 with the implementation
of the Affordable Care Act (ACA), and reflects the extension of Medicaid eligibility to all adults
under 138 percent of the federal poverty level (FPL).

Forecast Comparisons (Fiscal Year Averages)
Fiscal Feb-20 Jun-20 Feb to Jun Percent
Year Forecast  Forecast Difference Difference

2020 552,465 565,152 12,687 2.3%
2021 550,385 627,349 76,963 14.0%
2022 563,050
2023 554,908

The June 2020 forecast is, on average, 44,825 cases or 8.1 percent higher than the February 2020
forecast for the 2019-21 Biennium.

Forecast Contact:

Shidong Zhang
360-664-9370
Shidong.zhang@cfc.wa.gov



Tracking the Current Forecast

Feb-20 Percent

Forecast Actual Variance  Variance
Nov-19 552,815 551,869 -946 -0.2%
Dec-19 559,580 557,713 -1,866 -0.3%
Jan-20 555,723 556,524 801 0.1%
Feb-20 555,507 554,972 -535 -0.1%

The caseload actuals have been tracking, on average, 637 cases or 0.1 percent below the
February 2020 forecast for the past four months.

The June 2020 forecast change is mainly due to the COVID-19 impact and related policy
changes in both federal level and state level. The unemployment is unprecedented in the
COVID-19 period and resulted in more enrollments to this caseload. On the other hand, the
Health Care Authority (HCA) decided to maintain client’s eligibility except a few specific
reasons in the COVID-19 emergency period.

Fiscal Year Caseload Change

Fiscal Change from Percent
Year Caseload Prior Year Change
Actual 2014 343,693
2015 503,347 159,654 46.5%
2016 582,142 78,795 15.7%
2017 608,862 26,720 4.6%
2018 581,122 -27,740 -4.6%
2019 559,708 -21,414 -3.7%
Forecast 2020 565,152 5444 1.0%
2021 627,349 62,197 11.0%
2022 563,050 -64,299 -10.2%
2023 554,908 -8,141 -1.4%

Caseload growth is not stable recently mainly due to improvements in the post eligibility review
process and residency checks. In the following years, this caseload will be impacted by the
COVID-19 and then is expected to return to the previous caseload trajectory.

Risks to the Forecast

Risks to this forecast are high because of the uncertainty of the COVID-19 impact and
corresponding economic impacts and policy impacts.
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