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Forecast Comparisons (Fiscal Year Averages) 
Fiscal 
Year

Feb-16 
Forecast

Jun-16 
Forecast

Nov-16 
Forecast

Feb to Nov 
Difference

Percent 
Difference

Jun to Nov 
Difference

Percent 
Difference

2017 31,071 29,975 28,633 -2,438 -7.8% -1,342 -4.5%
2018 29,673 27,714 -1,959 -6.6%
2019 29,458 27,357 -2,101 -7.1%  

 
The forecast for Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF) is made up of two forecasts: 
one for WorkFirst or “All Family” cases that include children and their parents; and one for 
Child Only cases in which the parent or guardian does not receive part of the grant and is not 
subject to work requirements.  WorkFirst cases make up 55 percent of the caseload. 

 
The November forecast for fiscal year 2017 is 1,342 cases or 4.5 percent lower than the June 
forecast.  The June forecast lowered the level of the TANF caseload but retained the flat shape of 
the February forecast from the last actual observation into the future.  Caseloads continued to 
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decline, but the November forecast retains a relatively flat prediction of caseloads in October and 
beyond. 

Tracking the Current Forecast 
Jun-16 Percent

Forecast Actual Variance Variance
Jun-16 29,799 29,759 -40 -0.1%
Jul-16 29,440 29,189 -251 -0.9%

Aug-16 29,813 29,127 -686 -2.3%
Sep-16 29,896 28,827 -1,069 -3.6%  

 
The variance from the November forecast occurred in the WorkFirst portion of the forecast. By 
September 2016, the WorkFirst caseload was 6.2% below the June forecast while the Child Only 
caseload was only 0.3% below the June forecast. 
 

Fiscal Year Caseload Change 
Fiscal 
Year Caseload

Change from 
Prior Year

Percent 
Change

Actual 2010 64,451
2011 65,140 689 1.1%
2012 54,436 -10,704 -16.4%
2013 48,679 -5,757 -10.6%
2014 42,572 -6,107 -12.5%
2015 35,160 -7,412 -17.4%
2016 31,286 -3,874 -11.0%

Forecast 2017 28,633 -2,652 -8.5%
2018 27,714 -919 -3.2%
2019 27,357 -357 -1.3%  

 
In February 2011, the TANF caseload dropped significantly due to changes in program rules 
including implementation of 60 month time limits and a 15 percent reduction in TANF 
payment standards.  Declines were expected to slow after the summer of 2015, due to an 
increase in payment standards, but resumed after a six to seven month pause.  The forecast 
shows caseload declines slowing during the next biennium. This forecast does not include the 
impacts of Initiative 1433, which increases the minimum wage. 
 
Risks to the Forecast 

 

Risks to this forecast are medium.  Recent caseload observations have shifted the November 
forecast downward but did not change its flat slope. Most of the variance has come from 
continued but unpredicted and unexplained reductions in entries to the WorkFirst portion of 
the program. The passage of Initiative 1433 adds additional downward uncertainty to the 
forecast.  
 


