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Early Support for Infants and Toddlers (ESIT)
(Unofficial Courtesy Forecast)
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Forecast Comparisons (Fiscal Year Averages)

Fiscal Feb-16 Jun-16 Nov-16 Febto Nov Percent Junto Nov Percent

Year  Forecast Forecast Forecast Difference Difference Difference Difference

2017 7,539 8,063 7,970 431 5.7% -93 -1.1%

2018 8,518 8,428 -90 -1.1%

2019 8,927 8,879 -49 -0.5%

The Washington State Early Support for Infants and Toddlers program (ESIT) coordinates and

provides services for eligible infants and toddlers. To be eligible, a child must have a 25 percent
delay or show a 1.5 standard deviation below his or her age in one or more of the developmental
areas. A child may also be eligible if he or she has a physical or mental condition such as Down

syndrome that is known to cause a delay in development.

The Early Support for Infants and Toddlers caseload is defined as the number of children
with active Individualized Family Service Plans (IFSPs) as of the last day of the month. The
ESIT caseload has displayed an upward trend in the past decade. However, the upward trend
has often been interrupted by seasonal and random fluctuations.
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The ESIT caseload increased at a pace that is higher than usual during January to April 2016.
The growth is broad in terms of geographic areas. Medicaid began to pay for screening of
developmental delay early in 2016, which is a likely driver behind the recent caseload
growth. Also, greater emphasis on universal screening may have also played a role,
especially in light of the Medicaid policy change. Compared with other states, length of stay
in Washington seems to have room to grow as well, which can potentially drive up the
caseload further.

The November forecast took advantage of the latest data to update the forecast of ESIT
caseload trend and seasonality, which resulted in a slightly lower forecast when compared
with the June forecast.

Tracking the Current Forecast
Jun-16 Percent
Forecast Actual Variance Variance
May-16 7,793 7,779 -14 -0.2%
Jun-16 7,840 7,776 -64 -0.8%
Jul-16 7,854 7,727  -127 -1.6%
Aug-16 7,863 7,725  -138 -1.8%
Sep-16 7,845 7,814 -31 -0.4%

Fiscal Year Caseload Change

Fiscal Change from Percent
Year Caseload  Prior Year Change
Actual 2010 5,008
2011 5,533 524  10.5%
2012 5,489 44 -0.8%
2013 5,832 343 6.3%
2014 6,143 311 5.3%
2015 6,609 466 7.6%
2016 7,408 799  12.1%
Forecast 2017 8,063 654 8.8%
2018 8,518 456  5.7%
2019 8,927 409 4.8%

Risks to the Forecast

The ESIT caseload has shown an upward trend, despite seasonal and random fluctuations. The
state started to provide funding (in addition to federal funding) to the ESIT program recently.
The new State funds will likely to improve the quantity, quality, and timeliness of services.
Although not immediately obvious how, the state funds might affect the caseload too. This
possibility has yet to be ascertained. The recent Medicaid policy change seems to be a major
factor contributing to higher caseload in the past four months. It is still uncertain when the effect
will taper off.

Overall risks to the November 2016 forecast are moderate.
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