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The Early Childhood Education and Assistance Program (ECEAP) provides comprehensive 
nutrition, health, education, and family support services to eligible children between the ages of 
three and five years old who are not eligible for Kindergarten to enhance their opportunity for 
success in the common school system.  ECEAP enrollment is forecast as total annual enrollment 
calculated as a ten-month average to more accurately reflect that the majority of enrollment 
occurs during the standard school year.  Per statute, children who participate in Head Start are 
not eligible for ECEAP and, as a result, are not included in the forecast.   

 
Forecast Comparisons (Academic Year Averages) 

Academic 
Year

Feb-16 
Forecast

Jun-16 
Forecast

Nov-16 
Forecast

Feb to Nov 
Difference

Percent 
Difference

Jun to Nov 
Difference

Percent 
Difference

2016-17 11,177 11,170 11,277 100 0.9% 107 1.0%
2017-18  11,170 11,283 112 1.0%
2018-19  11,170 11,279 109 1.0%  

 
For the 2017-19 Biennium, the November forecast is, on average, 1.0 percent higher than the 
June forecast. 
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Enactment of Substitute Senate Bill 5999 in the 2015 Legislative Session directed the Caseload 
Forecast Council to forecast the number of children served by ECEAP as well as the number of 
children eligible to participate.  The November 2015 forecast was the first forecast of the ECEAP 
caseload. 
 
The statutory intent of the program is for it to be phased in until fully implemented in 2020-21 at 
which time enrollment in the program will be an entitlement, although participation will remain 
voluntary.  The level of enrollment in the ECEAP caseload is determined by the number of slots 
available, which are established in accordance with legislative appropriations.  In the budget 
enacted during the 2015 Legislative Session, a total of 11,691 slots were funded for the 2015-17 
Biennium.   
 
There are three types of ECEAP slots available to participants:   

• Partial Day (82 percent):  A minimum of 2.5 hours per day over a nine month period of 
time;  

• Full School Day (13 percent):  5.5 to 6.5 hours per day through the regular school year; 
and  

• Extended Day (5 percent):  at least 10 hours per day for five days per week throughout a 
calendar year. 

 
Tracking the Current Forecast  

Jun-16 Percent
Forecast Actual Variance Variance

May-16 11,331 11,221 -110 -1.0%
Jun-16 8,325 9,004 679 8.2%
Jul-16 478 436 -42 -8.8%

Aug-16 488 701 213 43.6%
Sep-16 9,516 9,635 119 1.3%  

 
Because the program is being phased in to a full entitlement, monthly enrollment in ECEAP is 
fluid and is sensitive to the number of funded slots that have been implemented as well as 
enrollment patterns of participants.   
 

Eligible ECEAP Participants by Academic Year 
Academic Year 2014-15 2015-16 2016-17 2017-18  2018-19  

Age 3 & 4 Population 175,712 177,289 179,557 179,908 180,880
Estimated ECEAP 
Eligible Population

35,829 35,136 35,689 35,785 36,043

Estimated ECEAP 
Eligible Participants

20,866 18,005 18,394 18,481 18,590

Eligibles as % of Age 
3 & 4 Population

20% 20% 20% 20% 20%

Participants as % of 
Eligible Population

58% 51% 52% 52% 52%
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Approximately 20 percent of the population aged 3 and 4 are eligible to participate in ECEAP.  
Of those who are eligible, it is estimated that roughly 52 percent will choose to participate.   
 

Academic Year Caseload Change 
Academic 

Year
Caseloa

d
Change from 

Prior Year
Percent 
Change

Actual 2014-15 9,356
2015-16 10,965 1,609 17.2%

Forecast 2016-17 11,277 312 2.8%
2017-18  11,283 6 0.0%
2018-19  11,279 -4 0.0%  

 
The increases in the ECEAP caseload during the 2015-16 academic year are due to the 
Legislature providing funding for additional slots in the 2015 Legislative Session.  The caseload 
will increase again in the 2016-17 academic year due to the fact that funded slots will have been 
fully implemented which will facilitate a greater level of enrollment during this school year.  
Absent the Legislature funding additional slots, the caseload is expected to be relatively stable in 
the 2017-19 Biennium. 
 
Risks to the Forecast 
 
Risks to the ECEAP forecast are moderate. This is a new forecast and the statutory intent of 
the program is to be fully implemented in the 2020-21 academic year.  Because total 
enrollment is limited to the number of slots available, the caseload will continue to change in 
concert with legislative appropriations.  However, once the program becomes an entitlement 
in 2020-21, the actual caseload will be sensitive to the number of those who are income 
eligible and the patterns of participation.  


