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The Common School Special Education forecast consists of three programs: the Age 0-2 
Infant and Toddler program, a separately funded Age 3-Pre Kindergarten program, and the 
Age K-21 school-based Special Education program, which is indexed to 12.7 percent of each 
school district’s total enrollment. Starting with the 2011-12 school year, Special Education 
enrollment is forecast as a nine month (October-June) average funded headcount (HC). Prior 
to 2011-12 it was forecast as an eight month (October-May) average. 

 
Forecast Comparisons (Academic Year Averages) 

Academic 
Year

Feb-16 
Forecast

Jun-16 
Forecast

Nov-16 
Forecast

Feb to 
Nov 

Difference
Percent 

Difference
Jun to Nov 
Difference

Percent 
Difference

2016-17 142,313 143,907 145,108 2,795 2.0% 1,201 0.8%
2017-18 145,245 145,751 506 0.3%
2018-19 147,048 146,793 -255 -0.2%  

 
For the 2016-17 academic year, the November forecast is 0.8 percent higher than the June 
forecast. For the 2017-19 Biennium, the November forecast is, on average, less than 0.1 
percent higher than the June forecast. 
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Tracking the Current Forecast 
Jun-16 Percent

Forecast* Actual* Variance Variance
Jun-16 149,052 150,011 959 0.6%
Jul-16 NA NA NA NA

Aug-16 NA NA NA NA
Sep-16 138,786 138,786 0 0.0%
Oct-16 139,283 138,786 -497 -0.4%

*Reported Age 0-21 headcount  
 
The tracking data is of reported special education enrollment. These numbers are slightly 
different from the forecasted caseload which, for those in the K-12 program, includes only 
students funded under the special education basic funding target which is limited to 12.7 
percent of a district’s K-12 enrollment. Funded enrollment is an estimate and is not finalized 
until the end of the school year.   
 
Since June, reported enrollments were, on average, 0.1 percent higher than anticipated. As a 
result, the November forecast of funded enrollment is higher than the June forecast.  
 

Academic Year Caseload Change 
Academic 

Year Caseload
Change from 

Prior Year
Percent 
Change

Actual 2009-10 130,314
2010-11 132,950 2,636 2.0%
2011-12 134,116 1,166 0.9%
2012-13 135,314 1,198 0.9%
2013-14 136,983 1,669 1.2%
2014-15 139,204 2,221 1.6%
2015-16 141,926 2,722 2.0%

Forecast 2016-17 145,108 3,182 2.2%
2017-18 145,751 643 0.4%
2016-19 146,793 1,042 0.7%  

 
Since the 2010-11 school year, the Special Education caseload has grown by 1.4 percent, on 
average. The forecast estimates an average annual growth rate of 2.1 percent through the 2015-
17 Biennium and 0.6 percent through the 2017-19 Biennium.  
 
Risks to the Forecast 
 
The risks to the Special Education enrollment forecast appear relatively low. 
 


