
 

Forecast Contact: 

Paula Moore 
360-664-9376 

paula.moore@cfc.wa.gov 

 

Common Schools Enrollment 
Caseload Forecast Council 

June 17, 2020 

 
Common Schools Average Annual Enrollment (FTE) 

 
The Common School enrollment forecast includes K-12 grade level enrollments, Running 

Start enrollments, the University of Washington Transition Program, Open Door Dropout 

Reengagement Program, summer school, and private and home-schooled students receiving 

ancillary services from public schools.    

 

Forecast Comparisons (Academic Year Averages) 
Academic 

Year

Feb-20 

Forecast

Jun-20 

Forecast

Feb to Nov 

Difference

Percent 

Difference

2019-20 1,101,399 1,101,984 585 0.1%

2020-21 1,112,359 1,119,720 7,361 0.7%

2021-22 1,130,124

2022-23 1,135,605  
 

For the 2019-21 Biennium, the June forecast is higher than the February forecast by 0.4% due 

to increases in the 2020-21 academic year. 
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Tracking the Current Forecast 
Feb-20 Percent

Forecast Actual Variance Variance

Jan-20 1,095,960 1,095,905 -56 0.0%

Feb-20 1,095,845 1,095,776 -69 0.0%

Mar-20 1,094,249 1,093,934 -316 0.0%  
 

The monthly actuals are tracking closely with the February forecast through March. Due to 

COVID-19, OSPI estimated enrollment April to June based on historical trends. 

 

Academic Year Caseload Change 
Academic 

Year Caseload

Change from 

Prior Year

Percent 

Change

Actual 2013-14 1,002,769

2014-15 1,015,076 12,306 1.2%

2015-16 1,028,594 13,519 1.3%

2016-17 1,079,421 50,827 4.9%

2017-18 1,089,687 10,266 1.0%

2018-19 1,091,958 2,271 0.2%

Forecast 2019-20 1,101,984 10,026 0.9%

2020-21 1,119,720 17,736 1.6%

2021-22 1,130,124 10,404 0.9%

2022-23 1,135,605 5,481 0.5%  
 

Prior economic downturns in Washington State traditionally impact the Common Schools 

enrollment in three ways. First, higher enrollment in public schools rather than private schools, 

particularly in the younger grades. Second, greater high school participation throughout the 

school year and in summer school. Finally, recessions slow the rate of new families moving to 

Washington, dampening the longer-term forecast. The June forecast anticipates these to occur 

and also assumes COVID-19 health risks will also contribute to fewer families moving to 

Washington State in the short-term.   

 

The resulting 2020-21 forecast is increased by 0.7 percent from February, or 7,631 FTEs. Within 

that amount, Kindergarten and first grade are increased by 1,715 FTE, or 1 percent. Additional 

high school participation for 11th and 12th graders, open doors, and summer school increases the 

forecast by 2,839, or 1.6 percent. 

 

For the 2021-23 Biennium, the forecast growth rates will slow. However, high school enrollment 

is forecasted to be strong through 2021-22 due to higher than normal unemployment rates.  

 

Risks to the Forecast 

 

The risks to the Common Schools enrollment forecast (K-12, Open Door, and Running Start) are 

high primarily due unknown public and private school operating guidelines in the fall due to 

COVID-19, the length and shape of the economic downturn and recovery, and how the economy 

impacts net in-state migration, transfers, and private school enrollment.  

 


