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The Common School Bilingual Education caseload forecast is of students enrolled in the
Transitional Bilingual Instructional Program (TBIP). The goal of the TBIP program is to
develop a student’s proficiency in the English language.

Forecast Comparisons (Academic Year Average)

Academic  Feb-20 Jun-20 Febto June  Percent
Year Forecast  Forecast Difference Difference
2019-20 130,013 129,888 -125 -0.1%
2020-21 132,835 134,925 2,090 1.6%
2021-22 135,871
2022-23 137,095

The TBIP June forecast is 0.7 percent higher than the February forecast for the 2019-21

Biennium.

Forecast Contact:

Paula Moore
360-664-9376
paula.moore@cfc.wa.gov




Tracking the Current Forecast

Feb-20 Percent

Forecast Actual Variance  Variance
Jan-20 129,580.00 129,671 91 0.1%
Feb-20 130,485.00 130,107 -378 -0.3%
Mar-20 131,243.00 130,952 -291 -0.2%

Actuals for TBIP are tracking close to the February forecast. Due to COVID-19, OSPI
estimated April to June enrollment based on historical trends.

Academic Year Caseload Change

Academic Change from Percent
Year Caseload  Prior Year Change
Actual 2013-14 102,281
2014-15 109,516 7,236 7.1%
2015-16 113,676 4,160 3.8%
2016-17 122,074 8,398 7.4%
2017-18 125,775 3,701 3.0%
2018-19 127,154 1,379 1.1%
Forecast 2019-20 129,888 2,734 2.2%
2020-21 134,925 5,037 3.9%
2021-22 135,871 946 0.7%
2022-23 137,095 1,224 0.9%

The TBIP forecast is sensitive to testing changes, the state’s economy, US immigration policies,
and families moving into the state of Washington from other parts of the United States. During
recessions the TBIP caseload growth slows. The June forecast reduces underlying TBIP trend for
downward due to the following factors: (1) the health risks associated with moving in the era of
COVID-19, (2) the economic downturn, (3) a delay in US VISA processing due to embassy
closures, and (4) a federal 60-day pause on immigration implemented in mid-April. The slower
growth is assumed while the Washington state unemployment rate remains high.

However, in academic year 2020-21, a one-time step adjustment of 2,678, or 2 percent, is added
to the forecast. This is due to COVID-19 closure preventing students from completing the spring
2020 annual assessment of English language proficiency. Under state law, in order to exit TBIP,
students must pass the English language proficiency assessment. OPSI allowed those who
completed and passed the assessment to exit. However, due to COVID-19 school closure, it is
estimated about 17% of those scheduled to test did not complete the assessment. Based on
historical assessment data, it is estimated that 2,678 interrupted testers would have likely passed
and the 2020-21 caseload is increased by the same amount.

Forecast Contact:

Paula Moore
360-664-9376
paula.moore@cfc.wa.gov



After Exit Enrollment Forecast
Academic Feb-20 Jun-20 Feb toJun Percent

Year Forecast Forecast Difference Difference
2019-20 32,436 32,561 125 0.4%
2020-21 32,976 29,590 -3,385 -10.3%
2021-22 30,773
2022-23 35,158

Although not included in the official Bilingual Education caseload, the After Exit program was
established in 2013 for students who have exited the TBIP as a result of their score on the spring
annual assessment of English language proficiency. After Exit provides an additional two years
of funding for enrolled students. The June forecast is 5 percent lower than the February forecast
for After Exit for the 2019-21 Biennium. This is due to the significant number of students unable
to complete spring 2020 annual assessment of English language proficiency.

Risks to the Forecast

Risks to the Bilingual Education forecast are high, particularly with the uncertainty
associated with COVID-19, the economic downturn and recovery, and changes in
immigration policy. Changes in any of these elements as well as testing policy can influence
the caseload.
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