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The charter school forecast includes grade-level enrollments, special education, and bilingual
education. The CFC’s current charter school forecast dates to the 2016 legislative session, when
ESSB 6194 re-established charter schools as an educational system operating separately from the
common school system. The Washington State Charter School Commission (WA CSC) and the
Spokane School District (SSD) are the only approved authorizers of charter schools at this time.

Forecast Comparisons (Academic Year Averages)

Academic  Feb-20 June 20 Juneto Feb  Percent
Year Forecast Forecast Difference Difference
2019-20 2,903 2,866 -37 -1.3%
2020-21 4,039 3,971 -68 -1.7%
2021-22 4,643
2022-23 5,275

The June 2020 forecast is 1.5 percent lower than the February forecast for the 2019-21 Biennium.

Forecast Contact:

Paula Moore
360-664-9376
paula.moore@cfc.wa.gov



Tracking the Current Forecast

Feb-20 Percent

Forecast Actual Variance  Variance
Feb-20 2,852 2,736 -116 -4.1%
Mar-20 2,842 2,691 -151 -5.3%
Apr-20 2,812 2,719 -93 -3.3%

Actuals for the February forecast are tracking an average of 4.2 percent below the February
forecast. Due to COVID-19, OSPI estimated enrollment April to June enrollment based on

historical trends.

Academic Year Caseload Change

Academic Change from Percent

Year Caseload  Prior Year Change

Actual 2016-17 1,603 1,603 0.0%
2017-18 2,408 804 50.2%

2018-19 3,259 851 35.4%

Forecast 2019-20 2,866 -393 -12.1%
2020-21 3,971 1,105 38.6%

2021-22 4,643 672 16.9%

2022-23 5,275 632 13.6%

Charter schools are relatively new and still in an implementation and growth period in
Washington State.

Nine charter schools are operational for the 2019-20 school year. Enrollment in the 2019-20
school year declined relative to the 2018-19 school year as (1) three charter schools closed at
the end of the 2018-19 school year and (2) the one new charter school that opened in the
2019-20 school year closed in October.

Even with the closures, enrollment growth will continue as charter schools open and expand.
One currently operating school plans to serve an additional 134 students. Additionally, five
new schools across the state will open in the 2020-21 school year with plans to serve 631
new students combined. These new schools will be funded on their budgeted, not actual,
enrollment for the first year of operation. The only exception would be if they delay opening

or close mid-year.
Risks to the Forecast

The risks to the charter school forecast are high as they are new to Washington State. New
schools vary in their success rates of enrollment and scale-up. Another risk is overly optimistic
enrollment and expansion plans from authorized charter schools. COVID-19 adds additional risk
to the forecast as it may disrupt the implementation of opening and/or expansion plans. Finally,
new school applications may be approved in June or December by the WA CSC and so the
forecast for 2021-22 and/or 2022-23 may continue to grow.
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Paula Moore
360-664-9376
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