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Adult Inmate 

 
The Adult Inmate forecast includes adult offender caseloads under the state’s jurisdiction 

and housed in prisons and work release facilities.  The forecast includes the effects of 

changing demographics, crime rates, prison usage, and policy changes (new legislation or 

initiatives).   

 

Forecast Comparisons (Fiscal Year Averages) 

   
 

The COVID-19 situation has caused the inmate caseload to drop by more than 1,000 

cases since February 2020. The most significant driver behind the precipitous reduction is 

the Department of Corrections’ efforts to release offenders through Rapid Reentry, 

furlough, commutation, and emergency medical releases. The inmate admissions have 
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2020 17,445 17,121 -324 -1.9%

2021 17,455 16,651 -803 -4.6%

2022 17,400

2023 17,410
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also declined, as COVID-19 has caused reduction and delay of arrests, prosecution, and 

sentencing.  
 

 

          Tracking the Current Forecast 

 
 

The June 2020 forecast assumes that the inmate caseload will stay relatively flat in 

May, June, and July, at its last reported level of 16,149 on May 19th, 2020. This 

assumption is to coincide with the Governor's four-phase reopening plan, which is 

scheduled to complete in late July, in an optimistic scenario. The forecast further 

assumes that by the end of February 2021 the caseload will recover about 50% of its 

recent decline; and by the end of August 2021, the caseload will recover completely 

to the trajectory forecasted in the February 2020 forecast.  

 

Fiscal Year Caseload Change 

 
 

Risks to the Forecast 
 

This forecast is conducted in a time of considerable uncertainties. Risks to this 

forecast is high for the following reasons: 1) The assumptions of recovery timeline 

can be off by a wide margin. 2) Even if COVID-19 is under control in the next year or 

so, its economic fallout is expected to continue, thus putting downward pressure on 

the caseload. We don’t have a good way to quantify this, so it is not accounted for in 

the forecast. 3) The pandemic has already caused changes and strains in the criminal 

justice system, with the effect of reducing the caseload. Such impacts will likely 

continue. The exact magnitude is still to be seen. 
 

Feb-20 Percent

Forecast Actual Variance Variance

Jan-20 17,379 17,293 -86 -0.5%

Feb-20 17,379 17,311 -68 -0.4%

Mar-20 17,463 16,950 -513 -2.9%

Apr-20 17,459 16,965 -494 -2.8%

Fiscal 

Year Caseload

Change from 

Prior Year

Percent 

Change

Actual 2013 17,178

2014 17,502 323 1.9%

2015 17,447 -54 -0.3%

2016 17,415 -33 -0.2%

2017 17,580 166 1.0%

2018 18,035 454 2.6%

2019 17,766 -269 -1.5%

Forecast 2020 17,121 -644 -3.6%

2021 16,651 -470 -2.7%

2022 17,400 749 4.5%

2023 17,410 10 0.1%


