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Licensed Foster Care
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The Licensed Foster Care (LFC) caseload is a forecast of the number of children in licensed
foster care during a calendar month. Financial assistance for licensed foster care includes a
monthly stipend, medical care, and a variety of additional services. This caseload has two
components — Basic Foster Care & Receiving Care (BFCRC) and Behavioral Rehabilitation
Services (BRS).

Forecast Comparisons (Fiscal Year Averages)
Fiscal Feb-20 Jun-20 Feb toJun Percent
Year Forecast  Forecast Difference Difference

2020 6,165 6,002 -163 -2.6%
2021 6,279 5,638 -641 -10.2%
2022 5,744

2023 5,809

The June 2020 forecast is, on average, 402 cases or 6.5 percent lower than the February 2020
forecast for the 2019-21 Biennium.

Forecast Contact:

Shidong Zhang
360-664-9370
Shidong.zhang@cfc.wa.gov



Tracking the Current Forecast

Feb-20 Percent

Forecast Actual Variance  Variance
Nov-19 6,108 6,120 12 0.2%
Dec-19 6,105 5,981 -124 -2.0%
Jan-20 6,081 5,849 -233 -3.8%
Feb-20 6,142 5,864 -278 -4.5%

The caseload actuals have been tracking, on average, 156 cases or 2.5 percent below the
February 2020 forecast for the past four months.

The lower June 2020 forecast is mainly due to the COVID-19 impact in addition to a pre-
COVID-19 caseload declining trend since last December. For BRS, the October rate increase
resulted in a temporary capacity increase, but then resumed the pre-rate increase caseload
trend. For BFCRC, Department of Children, Youth and Families (DCYF) and Caseload
Forecast Council (CFC) have been working closely to identify reasons for the declining trend
and one of the possible reasons could be an expedited adoption process.

Fiscal Year Caseload Change

Fiscal Change from Percent
Year Caseload Prior Year Change
Actual 2014 6,197
2015 6,198 0 0.0%
2016 6,251 53 0.9%
2017 6,467 216 3.5%
2018 6,490 23 0.3%
2019 6,457 -33 -0.5%
Forecast 2020 6,002 -455 -71.1%
2021 5,638 -364 -6.1%
2022 5,744 106 1.9%
2023 5,809 65 1.1%

Caseload growth has not been stable over the past several years, which is a challenge for this
caseload forecast.

Risks to the Forecast

Risks to the Licensed Foster Care caseload forecast are high because of the uncertainty of the
COVID-19 impact and the uncertainty around the reasons for the caseload decline in foster
care programs.

Forecast Contact:

Shidong Zhang
360-664-9370
Shidong.zhang@cfc.wa.gov



