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Licensed Foster Care 

 
 
The Licensed Foster Care (LFC) caseload is a forecast of the number of children in licensed 
foster care during a calendar month.  Financial assistance for licensed foster care includes a 
monthly stipend, medical care, and a variety of additional services. 
 

Official Forecast Comparisons (Fiscal Year Averages) 

 
 
The November 2016 forecast is 8.8 percent higher than the February 2016 forecast for fiscal year 
2017, and on average, 14.4 percent higher than the June 2016 forecast for fiscal years of 2017-
2019.   
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2017 5,656 5,494 6,151 495 8.8% 657 12.0%
2018 5,421 6,209 788 14.5%
2019 5,361 6,265 903 16.8%
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  Tracking the Current Forecast 

 
 
Since March, the caseload has been, on average, 10.3 percent or 571 cases higher than the 
official June forecast.  
 

Fiscal Year Caseload Change 

 
 
The change from June forecast is mainly due to DSHS Children’s Administration’s efforts to 
clean up historical data by adding and removing service codes. As a consequence, the new 
historical data series used for the November 2016 forecast are significantly different from 
those used in the June forecast.      
 
Risks to the Forecast 
 
Risks to the Licensed Foster Care forecast are moderate to high. Children’s Administration 
may continue to clean up the LFC data but the impacts are not expected to be drastic. 

Jun-16 Percent
Forecast Actual Variance Variance

Mar-16 5,593 6,090 497 8.9%
Apr-16 5,547 6,086 539 9.7%

May-16 5,570 6,131 561 10.1%
Jun-16 5,612 6,249 637 11.3%
Jul-16 5,484 6,104 620 11.3%

Fiscal 
Year Caseload

Change from 
Prior Year

Percent 
Change

Actual 2010 6,586
2011 6,346 -240 -3.6%
2012 5,947 -399 -6.3%
2013 5,943 -4 -0.1%
2014 6,083 140 2.4%
2015 5,999 -84 -1.4%
2016 6,005 6 0.1%

Forecast 2017 6,151 147 2.4%
2018 6,209 58 0.9%
2019 6,265 55 0.9%


